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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

STATE OF ARKANSAS, ex rel. TIM 
GRIFFIN, ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION AG, 
SYNGENTA CORPORATION, 
SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION, LLC, 
and CORTEVA, INC., 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

No. 4:22-cv-01287-BSM 

ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFF 
STATE OF ARKANSAS’S MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 
SETTLEMENT WITH DEFENDANT 
CORTEVA, INC.   
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Having considered Plaintiff State of Arkansas, ex rel. Tim Griffin, Attorney 

General’s (“OAG” ) Motion for Preliminary Approval of Settlement with Defendants 

Corteva, Inc. (“Corteva”) (“Motion”), and good cause appearing therefore, the Court 

hereby GRANTS the Motion as follows: 

1. The Court, for purposes of this Order, adopts the definitions set forth in the

Settlement Agreement (“Settlement”) entered into by and between the OAG and Corteva 

on July 15, 2026. 

2. The Court has reviewed the Settlement and assessed its fairness,

reasonableness, and adequacy. The Court anticipates that it will likely approve the 

Settlement at a later final approval hearing. At this preliminary stage, it appears that the 

Settlement resulted from arm’s-length negotiations that were informed and non-collusive. 

It has no obvious deficiencies, and it was made in good faith. Therefore, the Court 

preliminarily approves the Settlement based on the terms set forth in the Agreement, 

subject to further review at the final approval hearing.  

3. The Court hereby stays all proceedings in this action against Corteva only,

except those proceedings provided for, or required by, the Settlement. 

4. The Court approves that A.B. Data, Ltd. (the “Administrator”) will serve as

the Settlement Administrator for the Settlement. The Court also approves OAG’s full 

authority to hold and use the Settlement proceeds at the OAG’s discretion for any lawful 

purpose, including, but not limited to: payment of notice to Consumers and the 

administration thereof pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 15c(b); payment of costs and attorneys’ fees 

incurred litigating the OAG’s claims, as provided under Ark. Code Ann. § 25-16-714; 
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payment of civil penalties, and restitution for the benefit of crop farmers within the State 

of Arkansas. 

5. The Court finds that the proposed form of notice to Consumers and plan for

dissemination of notice are reasonable under the circumstances of this case, and, therefore, 

approves the Notice Plan under 15 U.S.C. § 15c, submitted as Exhibit 3-A to the Motion. 

6. The OAG shall cause the notice to be disseminated via publication, as set

forth in the Notice Plan. Notice shall begin within 14 days following the date of entry of 

this Order and continue until at least 60 days after the date of this Order.  

7. Later, as directed by the Court, the OAG, shall cause notice to be published

on a dedicated website—ArkansasCortevaCPPSettlement.com. The website shall include 

separate links for documents relating to the Settlement, along with any necessary filings 

and information regarding the Settlement. Additionally, the Settlement website shall 

include a settlement overview and outline the options available to Consumers who wish to 

be excluded from or to object to the Settlement. This information will be posted within 

days following the date of the entry of this Order.

Eligible Consumers may opt out of the Settlement. To be timely and valid,

any written request for exclusion from the Settlement must be consistent with the 

requirements set forth in the Settlement and include the following details and a handwritten 

signature: the Consumer’s full name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address, along 

with a statement that they wish to be excluded from the Settlement. Any such Consumer 

must also include sufficient evidence to establish purchases between October 27, 2018 and 

the date the notice is published, inclusive, of Corteva-branded crop protection products 

Case 4:22-cv-01287-BSM     Document 296     Filed 08/18/26     Page 3 of 9



3 

subject to this Action. This request must be received by the Administrator no later than 70

days following the date of entry of this Order. Furthermore, any Consumer that seeks to 

exclude from the Settlement any claims assigned to that Consumer must, in addition to the 

above documentation requirements, submit additional documentation demonstrating such 

assignment and their authority to exclude those claims from the terms of the 

Settlement. Except as otherwise permitted herein, Consumers shall not be permitted to 

exclude other Consumers. Moreover, group or en masse exclusions shall not be permitted. 

A request for exclusion must be submitted by each Consumer on an individual basis, and 

any request for exclusion by a purported authorized agent or representative of a Consumer 

must, in addition to those additional requirements set forth herein, also include proof of the 

representative’s legal authority and authorization to act and request exclusion from the 

terms of this Agreement on behalf of each individual Consumer they seek to exclude.  

9. The Administrator shall monitor and record all opt-out requests received and

shall file a report with the Court through the OAG 90 days following the date of entry of 

this Order. 

10. Any comments or objections to the Settlement must be mailed to the Court,

with a copy provided to counsel for the OAG and counsel for Corteva. These must be 

received no later than 0 days following the date of entry of this Order. To be valid, any 

objection must include:  
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(a) the objector’s full legal name, address, telephone number, and email

address (if any); 

(b) information identifying the objector as a Consumer, including proof

that the objector is a Consumer (e.g., copy of invoice showing purchase between October 

27, 2018 and the date the notice is published, inclusive, of Corteva-branded Crop 

Protection Products subject to the Action);  

(c) a written statement of all grounds for the objection, accompanied by

any legal support for the objection the objector believes applicable; 

(d) the identity of all counsel representing the objector, including the

identity of all counsel who will appear at the hearing to consider Final Court Approval; 

(e) a list of all persons who will be called to testify at the hearing to

consider Final Court Approval in support of the objection; 

(f) a statement confirming whether the objector intends to personally

appear or testify at the hearing to consider Final Court Approval; and 

(g) the objector’s signature and the signature of the objector’s duly

authorized attorney, if any. 

11. The OAG shall file a motion for final approval of the Settlement no later than

100 days following the date of the entry of this Order. 

12. A final approval hearing shall be held before this Court on

, at the United States District Court for the Eastern 

District of Arkansas, Richard Sheppard Arnold United States Courthouse, 500 West 

Capitol Avenue, Courtroom 2D, Little Rock, AR  72201. At the Fairness 
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Hearing, the Court will consider the fairness, reasonableness, and adequacy of the 

Settlement and whether the Settlement should be finally approved. 

IT IS SO ORDERED

____________________________________ 
THE HONORABLE BRIAN S. MILLER 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

DATED:  August , 2026 TIM GRIFFIN
Attorney General

By:
AMANDA WENTZ, ABN 2021066
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
101 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, AR  72201  
Telephone:  (501) 682-1178 
(501) 682-8118 (fax)
amanda.wentz@arkansasag.gov

BRITTANY EDWARDS, ABN 2016235 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
101 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
Telephone:  (501) 682-8114 
(501) 682-8118 (fax)
Brittany.Edwards@ArkansasAG.gov

REDDICK LAW, PLLC
BRIAN REDDICK, ABN 94057 
HEATHER ZACHARY, ABN 2004216 
One Information Way, Suite 105 
Little Rock, AR  72202 
Telephone:  (501) 943-1456 
(501) 907-7793 (fax)
brian@reddicklawfirm.com
hzachary@reddicklawfirm.com

torneyyyyyyyyyyyyyy General

:
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 ROBBINS GELLER RUDMAN  
 & DOWD LLP   
MARK J DEARMAN* 
Florida Bar No. 982407 
DOROTHY P. ANTULLIS* 
Florida Bar No. 890421 
ALEXANDER C. COHEN* 
Florida Bar No. 1002715 
ANNY M. MARTIN* 
Florida Bar No. 1000491 
225 NE Mizner Boulevard, Suite 720 
Boca Raton, FL  33432 
Telephone:  (561) 750-3000 
(561) 750-3364 (fax) 
sdavidson@rgrdlaw.com 
dantullis@rgrdlaw.com 
acohen@rgrdlaw.com 
amartin@rgrdlaw.com 

  
 ROBBINS GELLER RUDMAN 

 & DOWD LLP 
ARTHUR L. SHINGLER III*  
California Bar No. 181719 
655 West Broadway, Suite 1900 
San Diego, CA  92101 
Telephone:  (619) 231-1058 
(619) 231-7423 (fax) 
ashingler@rgrdlaw.com 
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THE LANIER LAW FIRM, P.C. 
W. MARK LANIER* 
Texas Bar No. 11934600 
ALEX J. BROWN* 
Texas Bar No. 24026964 
ZEKE DeROSE III* 
Texas Bar No. 24057421 
SARA E. ABSTON* 
Texas Bar No. 24131972 
10940 West Sam Houston Parkway North 
Suite 100 
Houston, TX  77064 
Telephone:  (713) 659-5200 
(713) 659-2204 (fax) 
mark.lanier@lanierlawfirm.com 
alex.brown@lanierlawfirm.com 
zeke.derose@lanierlawfirm.com 
sara.abston@lanierlawfirm.com 

 
THE LANIER LAW FIRM 
K. RACHEL LANIER* 
California Bar No. 343171 
2829 Townsgate Road, Suite 100 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
Telephone:  (310) 277-5100 
rachel.lanier@lanierlawfirm.com 

 
* Pro hac vice admitted 

 
Attorneys for Plaintiff State of Arkansas, ex rel. 
Tim Griffin, Attorney General 
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DATED:  August ___, 2026 BALLARD SPAHR LLP
  
By:       
Jason Leckerman* 
Emilia McKee Vassallo* 
Elizabeth Weissert* 
Thomas Hazlett*  
1735 Market Street, 51st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19103-7599.  
Telephone:  (215) 665-8500  
LeckermanJ@ballardspahr.com 
McKeeVassalloE@ballardspahr.com 
WeissertE@ballardspahr.com 
HazlettT@ballardspahr.com

CRAVATH, SWAINE & MOORE LLP 
Wes Earnhardt* 
Jesse M. Weiss* 
Margaret T. Segall* 
825 Eighth Avenue 
New York, NY  10019 
Telephone:  (212) 474-1000 
(212) 474-3700 (fax) 
wearnhardt@cravath.com 
jweiss@cravath.com 
msegall@cravath.com
QUATTLEBAUM, GROOMS  
  & TULL PLLC 
Steven W. Quattlebaum, ABN 84127 
John E. Tull III, ABN 84150 
Laura L. O’Hara, ABN 2021150 
111 Center Street, Suite 1900 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
Telephone:  (501) 379-1700 
(501) 379-1701 (fax) 
quattlebaum@qgtlaw.com  
jtull@qgtlaw.com  
lohara@qgtlaw.com   

* Pro hac vice admitted  
Attorneys for Defendant Corteva, Inc.

LARD SPAHR 

   
Leckerman*
a McKee Vassa
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